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After about  1920, companies in Europe considered
 it important to register their patents in the  USA.

Previous to that many of their patents were only registered
in Germany, France and the UK.

US Patents have been considered here only because
they are freely and easily downloaded from the web

and for at least 50 years reflect developments
in all countries.

.
This is an extremely powerful research tool for

historians of optical instruments.

Sometimes one finds an incredible dissertation on the optical
 theory of microscope lenses which is worth reading. 
Other times one needs to wade through Patent Lingo. 

Note that lens prescriptions are not necessarily exact,
nor are glass types all available. 

For anyone who has not previously investigated this
 resource, the URL for the US  Patent Office is

http://patft.uspto.gov/

More specifically, patent numbers may be plugged into

http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html

You may need to download a special TIFF viewer.
Details will be found on their website.

http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html









